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Metadata

These reference tables correspond to those in Figure34, but have zoomed in on more recent period. In doing so, you 
can find the changes in the recent two or three decades much clearer. The graph besides each table shows the fertility 
rate of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the absolute change while the y-axis is the total fertility 
rate. Each circle represents a certain year.

For all countries, the fertility rate in the most recent years has either accelerated declining or slowed down the growth.
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Total fertility rate, USA, 1973-2016, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.03 3.654 1960
1961 -0.10 3.620 1961
1962 -0.15 3.461 1962
1963 -0.14 3.319 1963
1964 -0.20 3.190 1964
1965 -0.23 2.913 1965
1966 -0.18 2.721 1966
1967 -0.13 2.558 1967
1968 -0.05 2.464 1968
1969 0.01 2.456 1969
1970 -0.10 2.480 1970
1971 -0.24 2.266 1971
1972 -0.19 2.010 1972
1973 -0.09 1.879 1973
1974 -0.05 1.835 1974
1975 -0.05 1.774 1975
1976 0.01 1.738 1976
1977 0.01 1.790 1977
1978 0.01 1.760  
1979 0.04 1.808 1979
1980 0.00 1.840 1980
1981 -0.01 1.812  
1982 -0.01 1.828 1982
1983 -0.01 1.799  
1984 0.02 1.807  
1985 0.02 1.844 1985
1986 0.01 1.838  
1987 0.05 1.872 1987
1988 0.07 1.934 1988
1989 0.07 2.014 1989
1990 0.02 2.081 1990
1991 -0.02 2.063 1991
1992 -0.02 2.046  
1993 -0.02 2.020  
1994 -0.02 2.002 1994
1995 -0.01 1.978  
1996 0.00 1.976 1996
1997 0.01 1.971 1997
1998 0.02 1.999 1998
1999 0.03 2.008 1999
2000 0.01 2.056 2000
2001 -0.02 2.031 2001
2002 0.01 2.021 2002
2003 0.02 2.048 2003
2004 0.00 2.052 2004
2005 0.03 2.057 2005
2006 0.03 2.108 2006
2007 -0.02 2.120 2007
2008 -0.06 2.072 2008
2009 -0.07 2.002 2009
2010 -0.05 1.931 2010
2011 -0.03 1.895 2011
2012 -0.02 1.881 2012
2013 -0.01 1.858  
2014 -0.01 1.863 2014
2015 -0.03 1.844 2015
2016 -0.04 1.800 2016
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USA total fertility rate, 1973-2016

Fertility rates in the USA fell durng the 
economic recession of the early 1980s, 
but then rose up steadily after 1985 
when an acceleration appeared to 
have set in. However that ended in the 
early 1990s and again it looked as if 
the rate was settling, now to around 
2.05 children per woman.

There was a brief period 
of acceleration again 
after 2005, which quickly 
reverted into yet another 
slump from 2008 
onwards.

In the year immeadiately 
after 1973, fertility rates in 
the USA appeared to be 
returing to stability, 
approaching 1.74 babies per 
woman. 

Most recently, fertility rates 
in the USA have not just 
been falling, but falling 
more quickly each year 
after 2014.
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Total fertility rate, Canada, 1973-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.06 3.811 1960
1961 -0.06 3.753
1962 -0.07 3.681
1963 -0.11 3.607 1963
1964 -0.25 3.456 1964
1965 -0.35 3.115 1965
1966 -0.29 2.749 1966
1967 -0.18 2.528 1967
1968 -0.10 2.386 1968
1969 -0.06 2.334 1969
1970 -0.10 2.258 1970
1971 -0.14 2.141 1971
1972 -0.13 1.980 1972
1973 -0.07 1.890 1973
1974 -0.03 1.837
1975 -0.02 1.824 1975
1976 -0.02 1.796
1977 -0.01 1.782 1977
1978 -0.01 1.768
1979 -0.01 1.754 1979
1980 -0.03 1.740 1980
1981 -0.03 1.700
1982 -0.01 1.690 1982
1983 -0.02 1.680 1983
1984 -0.01 1.650 1984
1985 0.01 1.670 1985
1986 0.01 1.675
1987 0.00 1.680
1988 0.05 1.680 1988
1989 0.08 1.770 1989
1990 -0.04 1.830 1990
1991 -0.06 1.700 1991
1992 0.00 1.710 1992
1993 -0.02 1.700 1993
1994 -0.03 1.670 1994
1995 -0.04 1.639 1995
1996 -0.04 1.592 1996
1997 -0.03 1.550 1997
1998 -0.02 1.529 1998
1999 -0.02 1.509 1999
2000 0.00 1.488 2000
2001 0.01 1.510
2002 0.01 1.501 2002
2003 0.01 1.525
2004 0.01 1.526 2004
2005 0.03 1.543 2005
2006 0.06 1.586 2006
2007 0.05 1.659 2007
2008 0.00 1.681 2008
2009 -0.03 1.668 2009
2010 -0.03 1.627 2010
2011 -0.01 1.610 2011
2012 -0.01 1.614
2013 -0.02 1.587
2014 -0.01 1.582 2014
2015 -0.02 1.563 2015
2016 -0.03 1.543 2016
2017 -0.05 1.496 2017
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Canada total fertility rate, 1973-2017

Just like the USA, the fertility rate in Canada has first dropped in the 
1970s and early 1980s, then increased in the later half of the 1980s.

However declinde set in again in the 1990s and continued until the 
end of the 20th century.

Betwen 2000 and 2008, the fertility rate in Canada increased again, 
and the largest increase in this period was seen in 2006.Then since 
the financial crash, the fertility rate declined.

This decline became faster in recent years. In 2011, only 1 fewer 
baby was born to evey 100 women in Canada. But this number 
increased to 5 in 2017.
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Total fertility rate, Mexico, 1990-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 -0.01 6.768 1960
1961 0.00 6.762
1962 0.00 6.758
1963 0.00 6.754
1964 0.00 6.752
1965 0.01 6.755
1966 0.02 6.768 1966
1967 0.02 6.789
1968 0.02 6.813
1969 0.01 6.831
1970 -0.02 6.830 1970
1971 -0.06 6.789 1971
1972 -0.12 6.700 1972
1973 -0.17 6.558 1973
1974 -0.21 6.366 1974
1975 -0.25 6.130 1975
1976 -0.27 5.864 1976
1977 -0.27 5.587 1977
1978 -0.26 5.317 1978
1979 -0.24 5.064 1979
1980 -0.21 4.836 1980
1981 -0.19 4.635 1981
1982 -0.17 4.457 1982
1983 -0.15 4.296 1983
1984 -0.14 4.151 1984
1985 -0.13 4.019 1985
1986 -0.12 3.899
1987 -0.11 3.786
1988 -0.11 3.678
1989 -0.10 3.573
1990 -0.10 3.470 1990
1991 -0.10 3.369 1991
1992 -0.09 3.273 1992
1993 -0.09 3.182 1993
1994 -0.08 3.097 1994
1995 -0.08 3.018 1995
1996 -0.07 2.946 1996
1997 -0.06 2.880 1997
1998 -0.06 2.821 1998
1999 -0.05 2.766 1999
2000 -0.05 2.716 2000
2001 -0.05 2.669 2001
2002 -0.04 2.623 2002
2003 -0.04 2.579 2003
2004 -0.04 2.536 2004
2005 -0.04 2.495 2005
2006 -0.04 2.456 2006
2007 -0.03 2.421 2007
2008 -0.03 2.391 2008
2009 -0.02 2.364 2009
2010 -0.02 2.341 2010
2011 -0.02 2.318 2011
2012 -0.02 2.295 2012
2013 -0.03 2.270 2013
2014 -0.03 2.243 2014
2015 -0.03 2.215 2015
2016 -0.03 2.184 2016
2017 -0.03 2.153 2017
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Absolute change: increase in fertility per year (children per woman)

Mexico total fertility rate, 1990-2017

The fertility rate in Mexico has declined dramatically.

This decline became slower between 1990 and 2010.

But since 2010, the decline began to go faster and 
faster.

Compared to 2016, 3 fewer babies were born to 100 
women in 2017.
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Total fertility rate, Cuba, 1985-2017, (children per woman)

Source: Fertility rate, total (births per woman), World Bank (which is based on the UN world population prospects and other sources), https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.DYN.TFRT.IN?view=chart; April 2019
Frequency: Yearly, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (children per women) Total (children per women) Label
1960 0.178 4.182 1960
1961 0.164 4.360 1961
1962 0.123 4.509 1962
1963 0.067 4.606 1963
1964 0.006 4.643 1964
1965 -0.051 4.617 1965
1966 -0.092 4.540 1966
1967 -0.114 4.433 1967
1968 -0.127 4.312 1968
1969 -0.140 4.180 1969
1970 -0.162 4.033 1970
1971 -0.194 3.857 1971
1972 -0.229 3.646 1972
1973 -0.260 3.400 1973
1974 -0.278 3.127 1974
1975 -0.277 2.844 1975
1976 -0.256 2.573 1976
1977 -0.220 2.332 1977
1978 -0.173 2.134 1978
1979 -0.121 1.987 1979
1980 -0.072 1.892 1980
1981 -0.033 1.843
1982 -0.009 1.826
1983 0.003 1.825
1984 0.006 1.832
1985 0.002 1.837 1985
1986 -0.005 1.836 1986
1987 -0.014 1.826 1987
1988 -0.022 1.809 1988
1989 -0.030 1.782 1989
1990 -0.034 1.750 1990
1991 -0.033 1.715 1991
1992 -0.028 1.684 1992
1993 -0.020 1.660 1993
1994 -0.012 1.645 1994
1995 -0.005 1.637
1996 -0.002 1.635 1996
1997 -0.002 1.634
1998 -0.004 1.631 1998
1999 -0.007 1.625 1999
2000 -0.009 1.617 2000
2001 -0.012 1.606 2001
2002 -0.012 1.594 2002
2003 -0.010 1.583 2003
2004 -0.006 1.575 2004
2005 -0.001 1.570 2005
2006 0.005 1.572 2006
2007 0.012 1.581 2007
2008 0.018 1.596 2008
2009 0.022 1.616 2009
2010 0.024 1.639 2010
2011 0.023 1.663 2011
2012 0.020 1.685 2012
2013 0.014 1.702 2013
2014 0.009 1.713 2014
2015 0.004 1.720 2015
2016 0.001 1.722
2017 0.000 1.722 2017
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Cuba total fertility rate, 1985-2017

The fertility rate in Cuba has dropped at an 
accelerated rate in the second half of the 
1980s, and then slowed down in the 1990s.

In 1996, the fertility rate barely changed, but 
since then a decline trend set in again.

The rate stopped declining in 2005, when it 
reached the lowest point at 1.570.

Between 2005 and 2010, the fertility rate in 
Cuba grew at an accelerated rate, but then 
the speed slowed down.

In 2016 and 2017, the fertility rate barely 
changed. For both years, it remained at 
1.722.


